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I do be l i e v e t h a t i f we h a d n o t m ade LB 1 08 5 t em p or ar y a year
ago, we wouldn't be going through this painful exercise that we
have gone through this session. So , as Senator Landis
mentioned, we have given tax decreases since 1997. I t hink
we' ve returned a l ittle over $300 million to t he taxpayers
through income and sales tax, and even property tax, where we
f unded the c ommunit y c o l l e g es . So w h e n we d o h av e f u n ds , I do
believe that we are good at giving them back to the state...or
to the communities and the citizens. B ut at this time, I t h i nk
this is the wrong approach. Again, had w e n ot done the
t emporary nature of LB 1085 a year ago, we wouldn't have had t o
go through everything that we did this session with LB 759 and
t hese o t he r r e v e nue b i l l s . So aga i n , I ' m go i ng t o oppose
Senator Br o w n ' s a mendment . Bu t I appr ec i a t e w ha t s h e ' s t r y i ng
t o do . Tha n k y o u ,

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Thank you, Senator Bourne. Senator Stuthman,
y ou' re r e c ogn i z ed .

SENATOR STUTHMAN: Thank you , Madam Chair and members of the
body. I ' ve b e e n l i st en i n g v e r y c l os e l y t o t he de b a t e h e r e . And
I a lways have a p r o b l e m wi t h pu t t i ng a sunset on some t h i n g ,
unless you have a definite plan for a replacement of it, or a
no-need situation after that. So I have...I become real problem
with putting a sunset on anything. I think t o compound the
problem i s , wi t h t he s e t e r m l i m i t s , ab o u t ha l f o f t he bo d y w i l l
be new in 2007. Fortunately, there will be some that have a lot
of institutional knowledge here will still, hopefully, be b ack
here yet. Bu t I think new senators, possibly 20 new ones will
b e coming t o t h i s f l oor i n 200 7. And t o be f ac e d w i t h s o met h i n g
t hat we h ave pu t t h a t wi l l be sun s e t , and t her e ' s a need of
money, a nd t hey imm edia te l y hav e t o ei t he r ex t en d i t or t r y t o
live with it, could create a real problem. So I rise in
opposi t i o n of t hi s amen dment , al t hou g h i t do e s h a v e a l ot of
merit. But unless it has a real definite plan of what you ' re
going to do a ft er the sunset, and have that down black and
white , t h e n I ' m c on t i nu a l l y i n op p o s i t i o n o f a su n s e t , b e c au se
we don't have anything to replace it or to make sure that there
i s no n e ed . Tha n k y o u .

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Thank you, Senator Stuthman. Mr . Clerk.
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